
NEMBA Meeting Minutes 
July 25, 2016 

 
 The Meeting was called to order at 7:05pm. Officers present were Jeff T.,J ana R.,  Theresa S. 
and Jeff C. 
 There were no minutes available to be read from last month.   
 Our treasurer reported a starting balance of $5096.03 with additional receipts of $40 in 
membership dues. Our expenses for the month included stipends for the members attending the HPA 
meeting in Minneapolis and a payment to our bee distributor for approximately 100 unreturned boxes. 
We ended the month with a balance of $3965.76. It was pointed out that the deposits for the 
unreturned boxes were not refunded to the members involved, so there was no real cost to the 
Association for the boxes. Motion to approve the report was made, seconded and approved. 
 Randy reported on the Hop Guard program. He said that 7 members participated in the first 
order cycle. He also indicated that we will be ordering a second batch after this meeting if anyone is 
interested. There was discussion on how we should handle this program going forward. It was suggested 
that we expand the program to include MAQ strips. We will discuss this more at the August meeting. 
 NEMBA logoed hats and shirts will be available to order in July. Details will be sent out when the 
site is up and running. Hats will be $13 and shirts will be $14 with an extra charge of $3 for American 
made shirts and $1 premium for xx sizes.  
 Several of our members attended the HPA meeting this month. When asked to list some of the 
more interesting things they saw and heard there were several: 

 Description of a French hive rental program 
 Wildlife and pollinator friendly seed mixes available from the Pheasants forever group 
 Bee insurance and the need to be registered with the Driftwatch Web site 
 There was an interesting presentation on queen nutrition. Nurse bees will visit and feed worker 

larvae 500 times before the brood is sealed, while they will visit a queen cell more than 1600 
times 

 The next national event will be held in Galveston TX on 1/10-14/2016 
 There was a field trip to a massive extraction operation 
 Attendees met and talked with the MN  honey queen about her background and experiences 

serving as a representative for the local honey industry. If our group sponsored a future queen 
candidate, there would be a cost for us, but it would lend us a lot of credibility for the future 
Jana will be coordinating the Carlton Fair 8/17-19 via email and phone. We will sell honey sticks 

in addition to members’ honey. The members present agreed that 15% of honey sales would go to 



the club to defray expenses from the fair.  The observation hive will be there and we will have 
extracting demos. 
 The Floodwood Fair will be held on 8/27. We will staff an informational booth and participate in 
an extraction demo. 
 It was asked if we could record and upload our monthly hive checks on the web.  It was thought 
it could be done as a You Tube channel, but there was no final decision made on this. 
 Under new business, there was discussion about the need for spacers under the hive top cover 
during our very warm weather. It was agreed that they are beneficial and several methods were 
suggested. It was also mentioned that an empty box with no frames could be put on top of the stack 
to help absorb excess heat. 
 A raffle was held among members present for a smoker and for a Mann Lake gift certificate. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:58pm, and was followed by a very interesting report on 
removing a hive from a residential structure in the Twin Cities. 
 

 


